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member of the Church of England. But she
never subscribed wholly to institutional religion
of any kind. She remained within the com-
munion of the Church of England, but only, she
explained, because she had been "bom in it."
She was a mystic, and believed that she entered
into union with the Deity and received His direct
commands. She records that on February 7th,
1837, God called her to His service. That
command, given before she had reached the age
of seventeen was to make her a pioneer in
women's emancipation and revolutionise the
nursing system, but not until she was over thirty
did she embark upon her career.
In the autumn of 1837 ^e Nightingales set out
for an extended tour of the Continent. Par-
thenope had been ill, Mr. Nightingale was suffer-
ing from mortification at his rejection by the
corrupt electors of Andover, Florence's moodiness
was becoming ever more marked, and Mrs.
Nightingale thought that a change would benefit
all of them. Two years were passed in France,
Italy, and Switzerland, and they were full and
interesting years. Wherever the Nightingales
went, they fell in with good company, both
English and foreign. They entertained gener-
ously, and were received into the best society of
every city that they visited. For a time Florence
forgot her earnest yearnings to be useful, while
Parthenope was confirmed in her belief that it
was the most perfect of worlds and that only a
fool would want to change it. Both girls had